
Ordinance No.

AMENDING SECTIONS 7.06.001, 7.06.010 ,7.06.020,7.06.025,7.06.030, 7.06.040,7.06.070,
AND 7.06.080 AND ADDING SECTTONS 7.06.001, 7.06.005, 7.06.015, 7.06.045,7.06.090 TO

THE SKAGIT COUNTY CODE RELATING TO DAI\GEROUS AND POTENTIALLY
DANGEROUS DOGS

WHEREAS, The Skagit County Board of Commissioners, through Resolution #R20250097,
held a public hearing on June 10,2025, and, after considering public testimony during said
public hearing, considers it appropriate to amend Sections 7.06.001, 7.06.010, 7.06.020,
7.06.025,7.06.030, 7.06.040,7.06.070,7.06.080, and add Sections 7.06.001, 7.06.005, 7.06.015,
7.06.045, and 7.06.090 to the Skagit County Code, as per Attachments "A", "B", and "C".

NOW THEREI'ORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Board
of Skagit County Commissioners do hereby amend Sections 7.06.001,7.06.010, 7.06.020,
7.06.025,7.06.030,7.06.040,7.06.070,7.06.080, and add Sections 7.06.001,7.06.005, 7.06.015,
7.06.045, and7.06.090 to the Skagit County Code, as outlined in Attachment o'C". iI

wITNESsoURHANDSANDSEALoF'oURoFFIcEthis-dayof-
202s.

BOARD OF' COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Lisa Janicki, Chair

Ron Wesen, Commissioner

Peter Browning, Commissioner

ATTEST:

Clerk of the Board

Ordinance Amending SCC ch 7.06 - |



APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Frederick A. Skagit County Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney
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EXHIBIT'A''

Undertining indicates new [anguage in amendments and additions, and strikeouts indicate
detetions.

Chapter 7.06
DANGEROUS DOGS

Sections:

7.06.001 -P,urpose.

7,06* 0O2 Def i n iti o n s.

7O_0._00-5.=EJf eetsf Kee,Bingl5tD_o,gs_on,D-eterminatis-ns

7.06.010 P-otentialty D-angerous ordaftgsrous
dogsDeLrgero-usDogs_D_ete^r_m-inalion.

7.0qUs_elralGnge_inDis*triot_Qolr=tt_o_Go.unly]sD__ete_rmjnadon

7. 06. 020 - R e g i st rat i o n of @Pqten tia lly-Da n gero_us a n d dangerotts
dogsDangerous D_ogs,.

7.06.025 -Restraint requircrnentsBqgu iremenls for @Pqt_entiatty
Da ngerous a nd tuftEprolrsdog3-D..an ge ro_u,s Dogs.

7. 06. 03 0 -Be gist ratlo-n ani Re__strai n t Pe n a lt i e s.

7.06.040 -Enforcement.

2.06_.045_ R qdem B_ti o n .

7.06.070 -Liab_itity Disctaimerof{iabitity.

7.06.080 -Severabitity.

7.q6.O90..Viotatlqn-_-_Nsn:Determinatio_nN,oDef e--n_s-e.

7.06.001 P_urp_o_s_e.

pacX€nimals- and when in lar€gBae,ks-c-ax-b^e--h€zardous__be_yo-n-d whal_a do_gjndividua_Lty or in,a
_smatl p,aek maybe.

7. 0-6,.0,02- Def i n iti o n s.



Authority and Animal C-o,ntrol Officer.

"Dangerous dogD-eg" means affiega c-anidae that:

(a) inftietssevere-iniuryinflicts Seve-re- lnjury on a human without provocation on public or

private property;or

(b)kjt|'saD-o-mesticAnjmal{excludingpo_uItry)'without
provocation white off the ownerbOwner's property; or

(c)++asbeen- kilts poultry in five or more separate- incidentq o.'r

(d)theCountyhasprevioustyffidetermine.dtobe@aPotentia[[y
Dange-rous Dog w-here the owfte,rhaviftgO-wner received notice of such, and the doganimal

againaggressivetybites,attacks,orendangersthesafetyofhumansorffi
@Dom es-ti c An imals (erc tu djng p-o-ultry); or

(dfHase) has been previously dectared a dangerous dog in any other county, c-ity" state, or

foreign countrF; or

(2il) is not domestieated.

A wolf, coyot.e, o_r any oanidae hybrid 1e.9., wolf:c-ayola hybrids-" wotf.dog hyb-rids, and

meets the Dange-ro-us Dog definilion.

include-poultry o..r do-gs that engage in organize-d fights.

any way.

"Pet Anima[" means: a dog. cat. or other animal traditionatty kept as a pet.

" Pote n t i a [ [y +angerotrs-dog D a n ge.. r o- u s- D o g " m e a n s :

(a) Anyany dogthat o*hen, unprovoked:

(i)Bitesbitesahumanon@propertythatthedo.gownerdoeSn0-tQWn
or control; or

(ii)ehaseschases or approaches a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any pubtic

goundspr:oBe_rty in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; or



(iii) b-ites a Domes_tia Animal
(ard for pouttry" b-ites them in five- e( mere sep-arate ineiden_ts) white off the
ffiWnsrls property;or

ot:

(b) Anyany dog withltrat.unprovoked" h-a-s a known propensity, tendency, or disposition toi

(i) attack trfrprovoked-"humans, PeI Animets, sr big game- anjmaLs; ot

(ii) to cause injurg; or+o

(iii}causeinjuryorffi8i.umanS"P.etAnimals,orbiggameanimaLs:or

(|v)threatenthesafetyofhumans@PqtAnima[s,orbiggame
animals;or

ol:

(c) Anyany dog that chases or approaehesmenaoe_s_ qr has an altae,kattltud_e_t_o_wards a

person trpon-private-lvho_is not o-n the dogOwnerls propertyffiin-a
;or

(d) Anyany dog that has-beenwas previousty dectared a @in
Po_tenti,atLy Dangelous Do-.g by any other county, eitV, state, or foreign country.

eonsidered a dog e,veriilt meets--the Pote-ntiatly-Da-ngerous D_og detinltion.

..SevereiftItfrylnju.r,,meanS:anyphysicatinjurytffif:

{a) broken bones; or

(b) disfiguring [acerations reqt:itin€fthat requir-e muttipte sutures or cosmetic surgery.

(Ord. O20140001 S 2 (Att. lXpart); Ord. O2012OOO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part))

7.0..6,005 EfJ_e-c-t o-t Kee-ping 15t Dogs ol Determinati,ons

sta nda rd.



7.06.010 Pote-ntiatly- D-angerous- or
Da n ge ro u s'. Do_gs D_ete r minatio n.

(1) The ieereountymayiffi
eleetaredetermine-that a dog iS Brebabteeausete
beffihat-aPolentiatly Dangerous, o,r D-ange-raus Dog by,a p-re-ponderane,,e of the +og{atffihiff
tffiions:e.videnee:.Thenoffidelelmjn-atio_nmustbein.!'vritingaxdbasedon:

(a)fheapers.oniswrittencomplaint@ndwi|tingne_Sstotestifythat
the animal has satjsfied the
PolenIial.ty D-ange-rous or Dangercu-s- D-og dettttitio-ns; o-r

(b),Egedoebitereportsfitedwiththe@n!y,asrequiredbytaw;.o^r
(c)anyAnima[Controlofficerorlawenforcementofficer
w_itnessing the dogls aetions; or

(d) Otherothe_r substantiaI evidence, inctuding hearsay (if it-is-o+*nature-that-a reasonable

and prudent person woutd rely upon;that he-ar-s-ay).

(2)Service.

(a) The--County mustbein-vwiting-and

s'ervedserye Potentialty D_angerous or Dangero-us_Dog detelmjnati-o-ns on the ownerin-sneof

@g's O-wn e-r [ortLeir1ast know n -address) by:

(i)ffieertifi,e-d mait, with return receipt requested, and ordinaryfirst--:ctass

mait ;or

(ii) Petsonattypeoonal s_e_rvie_e; or

(iii) Pubtication in

a newspaper of general circulation in-Lhe ar-ea of the trraidentjf the O-wner qannot bQ

-[o,c..ate..d.

(b) Service is effective as fo,llows-;

(i) on the date the netieeQwne-r is

threep ers,o-n a [ [y s erve d lo r

(ii)3 days after the notice is maited;ofin-theeaseof-for service by

puttieationc-,e-rt iti e_d m a LU o r

(rir) 15 days after pubtication. fo-r s-e-rvi-e-e-bJ p-u$,Licatiox,

(c) The owner,O wner of any dog found to be a

dogPote_ntia1lyDjnge.r'o-us-orDangerzus'DogunderthisChapterShattffip_ayatt
sefvieecosts o-r s-uchseruie-e.

(3) The ffitten determinaliolthal a dog @
eangersffiis a Potentially lDalgerous- or Dangerous Do-g must include:



(a) A-the do-gls d escri ptioneft@; and

(b)+hethe-dogQ!Vne-.r:S-nameandaddress,ifknown;
and

(c)Fhethe dog's_ [as_t knewn whereabouts eFtffiif it is not in the Ownerls custody€f
the-owner,;and

(d)ttrofaets_,_s_-t.afute__s,.and laws-,s,upportlngthe_determinatio,n; and

(e)Thetherestrictionsptacedonthe-dog-an-dlo_.r.owne-.r;
and

(f) +retereneetea de-s,c-ription ,of the penalties for vioffi-theviolatlng any restrictions,
i@s- u e h as : th e possiffiity-efdogs d est ru ct i o noFtffi , a n d @o r

fining sfor imlri_so..ning the ownerOwler; and

frotiesvvasefved:

ffi
issue-an

in

dafrgerous;

ine

grdaftgerotrs:

i

ion:



tng

@
(g) a statemeltthat the C-ount-irls. dqterm-lnation is final; an-d

Ln this_ Chapter thal states what t-he O_wne_r must ine tu!e in the ap-peaLrequest.

c-rfteria ev--en iI no, e,nti,ty de-e lare-d that-the dog was a Potentlalty Dangero,us- Dog.

(5) The @O,ounty may impound
daftgerotffia Po_tentialty Dangerous or Dangerous- Dog at the Ownerls expense, if circumstances
require untlLaqo,urt orders ofherwlseor the QVmeJ

corrects any deficLenejes/satisfie,s alt reguireme-nts. -T-he- Own-er must pay impound and boarding
costseoft3iffiananjmaLjsa.P-ote.ntial[yD-angero'us'orDangerousDog.

(Ord. 02012oOO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7-,06-.01-5-ChailengeLnD-LstrictCourtto-eountylsDe-termination

deterulnatjsn.

(2) Ihe O,wner mustfile thelr wrltten e hatlenge withthsoleft-of the c-out ltru€t aontain:

C o untyls d-ete-r mr n ati o_n ; a nd

Owner; and

D-istriet esult; ard

(dlthe, dog owne_,r_ls eontas[lnfo,rmatjonline tudiLrg day,phone number.addtess, and an]t

other -\Mays to_ aantaolth_em).

se-t date_s and give the- p-artie-s notlce as p.'rovide-d in the Dlstdet C-ourt rules-.



he_aring, the determination ,wilL stand.

a D-angerous or Potenlialty Dangerous Do_g,

{a) Ihe Qourt mayrqverceaDan€e-rous -or Po,te-ntiallyDangersus Dog determjnatio_n Lf the..re

isins,uff-iei,e,ntevidcneeto,supBortLbedete_rminat-io,n-.

(b) The eourt m-ay afjirm a Dangerous or PotentiaLLllDangerous Do_g dete_rmination if there is
s_uffisient evid_enee to, supp-or_t lhe determinatiox.

iustiee during the-aBpeat. This- san rnc_lude-;

(a) vaaating or nutlitying the dete,rminatlon; andlor

(b) vaeating o_r nuttifying any{e_s_trictions, on th_e dog or Owner; andlor

(c) afTirmingthe-dete-rminalion o''ran[restrietiotrs on ttre_ dog or owner; andl'or

(d) imposing oourt _co_sts o_n the appe_tlanU andlor

(e) imBo_sing_addi-tional re_strietions o''n the dog or Owner; and/_o--r

(f) o'.rderlnglhe County or Owne_r to take additio_nalac,tions.

7.06.020 Registration of entialty Dangerous_ and
Dangerous Dogs_.

(1)ltisun[awfu[foraPotenti_at'LyDangerouso.r'
Dangcrqus_ D_og Owne,r to:

(a){<eeBke_ep, own, or maintain such a dog in Skagit County without a _Co_unty:iss-ue,d current
eertiffiregistration rtiJicale; and

(b) Movem o,v,e su c h a d og to-,with i n, or f ro m Ska git Cou nty with out aeertiffi
regisffi+hethe_ Countyls consentof; anel

(c-) faiLto- informthe

-sun_ty-whe-.re_anysuchdogresLdesatalltimes;;and

(d) fajltsinform the C_o_unty abo-ut a-ny chengeseffeetingthe_ do_g:s registration c_ertlf.icaIq

(2)The@o-u-nti{maynotissueaeettiffiregistrationc_e_.rtifieate-tothe
ownet-ofa daftgefousdegDangerous Do$s Owne_r unless the @,vner presents to the Arnimat
gentro*uttteritye o u nty s u ff i c i e nt evi d e n c e of :

(a)Aatl warningsign-assigns required bySGffiSZSLawinsludlng ane_that inform-s

e hildre-n tJrat_a dangerous dogis Bresenq and



(b) Aa secure enclosure consistent with
aw or an affldavit o-r dec-laration

under pe-naLty olpe-rjury that-the O-wne-r witt keep the dangereusdog;Dang,e-rou,s,Dog

securety confined indoors_o_n the Ourner's Broperty; and

(c_) mic_ro_c_hjp_prngesrequired by taw.; and

(d) eomplianc-e with tLe insuranc-e- re-quire.d by-this Qhapter and [aw; an-d

(e]dlotherrcqu.reme..nts s-et f-o_rth [r_this_ e-h_aptef,-suoh as-the restraint requirements.

(3) The registration fees are#ottows:
(a)Ferfo.reach@PotentiaL|yDangerous_D_o'g$toolortheinitiat
registrationffi+eg, and the$,5.0 fo..r an annual renewal fee$So.

(b)ffior each dangerousdog;Dangcro-us-D-og; $200for the initiat registration@2eO,
and the$-10-0-for an annual renewalffi+oo.

(4)lfa@PotentialtyD__ange_ro_usordanfetousdo$Dangercu_S-Dogisdestroyedor
dieswhi[e.inanowne_rLcustojsthe-Q!vne.rmust
preSentsufficientevidenceofthatfacttothe@o'untyWithinJ0days.

(5) lf a @P--o-te:ntlalLfDangorouo ordaffierffiogDangerzus Dog is sotd, given

aWay,orotherwisedisposedof,theownerowflejmuSt@Lmme_diate-[yinform
the-Countyandprovideal'].re[evantde_taj!s'_tlrqludingthedog,snew[ocationffi

w_h_e-n i! Ls next due. lflhqpre-vjo-us Qwne-!:-hes nalp:idihe registration fe-e--s-,-th-eilei//!wnermust
pay the' inltiaI fee imme.diately and renewat fees-thereafter,

(Ord. 02012OOO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.025Restraintregtrirernerrts'Bequireme-ntsfor@tentia[[yDang_er_aus
a nd dangptousdogBDangerous Dogs.

(t) P-otentiatty Dangerous Dog Owner must

(a) eenspirareustyconsp_ic_uously disptay a sign {o-r more- than one_s_ign if a sign iex-ot visib.'te..

ataLt+-ub|iaa'ecesspsints-)withawarningsymbot
that informs @llpcoBle,Ihat -they Keep a ffi
de$Po,tentialty D_angerq_us Dog on the Bremis,e,s; and



(b)ensurethedogisrestrainedbyfen-ee,chain,[eash,or
other confinement suitabte to prevent the animaI from leaving the owner:sQwneris
property;an_d

(c) ensure the
ffiwner or other responsible person;is p.bysieally rc_sttaining the dogwjenitLs ottLhe
Owner5prop_ertyi and

(d) Ensureensure the dog wears a bright otangered cotlar bearing the warning "pote.n#ty
dafrgerousdogPote n t i at ty D a n geto us D o_g " ; a n d

(e)EnsureenS-urethedoghasaper'm'anentmicrochip@identification
impLant.

(z) angero-us D..og o-wner must:

(a)eons'pieuettstyc-o-ns-pi-c-uo-usly disptay a sign (o: more_th_an o_ne_s-ign ila slgnrsnotvisib_Le
ataLlpubtieace-ess p--oints)with a warning symboton-anythat inf_ormsatLpeoB[e_that t_he_y

ke-e-p a D-ange-rous D_og on the_ premises

@land
(b)fnsureel_sure the dog is securely confinedl

(t) i nd oors; oilh e-ir p-ro,peltyj or

{ii) inside a locked pen or structure;suitabtsto t_hat w-ilt.:

[aa) prevent minors fro_m

entering; and

(bb-) prevent the aniffiatdog from escaping;with; and

Lse) has secure sides and ffiee$retop_and b..o_tt-o_m, thata@es
proteetionp rote cts' th _e d o g f ro m t h e e [e m e ntsierthedogi;

fefrWrcnevetan_d

fs) ensure lhe.. dog,r /henever Lt Ls not conf ined, ensure*hedoE!-is securely:

(j) muzzted;in ar&ay that witt not rniure the dog o-r interfererryith Lls__vis-ion or

and

(ii) on a teash that is not [onger than six feet in tength;; and

{tji) under the control of a person 15 years of age or older who is physicatty abte to
controI the dog;

and

(d) Ensureens__urc the dog wears a bright otangered cotlar bearing the warning "dangerous
dog";and



(e)EnsureensurethedoghasapermanentmicrochiPffiidentification
imptanu and

(f ) $laintainma inta in either:

(i)A-$_Zso,oOO_orhigher surety bond" issued by a surety insurer quatified under RCW

€hffier48.,28, in a form acceptabte to the
teast$2s$Beoeounty, payabte to any person injured bythe daftgerous
dogDangerous Dog; or

(ii) A potielrcf$250,000 or higher tiabitity insurance potiey, such as homeowner's

insurance, issued by an insurer quatified under RCWftte4Sinthe.ameunt-ofut
teast.$25'0-p0e, insuring the ovvfterowner for any personat injuries inruee+Oy-tne
Oangerou€do#he Dangerous Dog inf ticts o'n anyone.

(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part))

7. 06. 030 Re gi strati o n a nd Re--stra i Lt Penatties.

(1)V-io!.a-tingtheregistratio'nrequiremen'tsisacivi[infraction;

Thiscivitinfractionmayo^n[ybeassesseduntrfive5dayshave
ehapse+fromaltet the @Cou nty n ottties, the ffi€ontrot
AutffiYQwrErthatsuehthe'ymuS_tregiSleradogorrene_Waregistration@

(a) For a potenti@-The civit infroction @
isn-eaffies-apena tty oF$25'&i s :

(a) $125 for a Potentially Dange-rous- D-og.

(b) $zso for a D_angero_-us Dog,

(2)ffino.w.ne-.r]s.falluretocomp[ywiththerequireisre.S.t.r.aint
rsq u i i:e me-nts i n thi s Chepter -Ls-:

(a)amisdemeanorforaPoteftiattyD.ange'rousDog'andshaL[

notto exeee!-9,O days-, orb-)rboth s-ue h,fine-and imBrisqnment; and

(b}agrossmisdemeanorfora@og.'Dange'r-ousDogandsha[[b_epunishedbya

days, or by both s'uc..h fine and imprisonment.

equitable p-e-nalties and remedies, inc-ludingthose in RCW i6.-,0-8 et se,q.

(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))



7.06.040 Enforcement.

(r )
gonffot:qutffif

f2fThe @_o_unty may immediate_ly_ impound:

(a) @a Potextla lly Dange-ro-us or @Dangerous
Dog if the owfierQwner has not obtained a certificate of registration; or

fal**angerotffi-dog-(b) a Pote-ntjalty Dange-ro-us or Dangerous Dogitthe O-wner h-as nol
eo_mp_lied w-ith the restraitrt requireme_nls Ln this ehapte_r; or

(cLaDange_rouSDo'gthatbitesaperSonoramP.etAniryra[;or

(blAd) a dog that aggressivety attacks and causes severeiniurysevere lnjury or death ofto a human,

@

venifIhedog'WaSnotp-re-vio-u$[y'determine-dtobea
Potentialty- Dangero us or
addiffi-eare;Dan€c ro _u s _D_og; o r

( aD-ange-rous Dogwhen-the o-wner-does not
have the_ bo_nd or insura[ce coverage_ required jn this _Chap_ter,

within 72 hour:s- of impoundment, if p_ossib..te. The impo_undme-nt notice musU

{a) satisfy the- othe,r s-ervrce rsqulre_ments jn this e[aBter whe-n serving ammBoundme-nt
n-otice,[sLudingb--y reguLar andeertified mait, re-t-ur]rreceiBt re_qu-ested; and

(b_) sp-e-c-ify the reaso_ns_fo_r the- impqundment; and

{e ) infom the_ O_wner tha-t they are res_po_nsib_le, fo,r-redeem_ing the dog; and

im p_ o u n dment, c o n t r o_L m-e-as_ure.,s,,o t' ad d i t i o n a l_e_a re; a n d

{e) intorm the Owne,r that the-do-g wilLb-edcstroyed in an expeditious and humane ffiorrer;

i.ttheQwnerdoesn-ot'ssrre-c_tthere.aSonsf-ot:
Lmp_o_undingthe-dogwLthin20c_a[end.ardaysffiromthenotiee]s
effec_tives-erv.ieedate,uLtIe_ss_theownerilesan
ap.Bealwith the Di$tric-t Court.



requirements s_et forth inthjs_C-hapter; andlor c) peytne civit penatties;jl{teAnimat-Gontrot

app,eat has passed orthe Owne-r exhausts or waive-s all remantng aBpe..als,

(4)IheCoun-tymayas-$-ess-acivllBe..naltyintheam-ountof $150,. Additio-naLty,the-Co-unty-ean

oare. The C_ounty may assess an additionat civit penatty in the amount of $250 for the cost of

destroying any such dog. Owners must pay all e iviL penalties, to the- County.

(5_)Theeountywillno-t.retuInanyimpoundedby
Polentially Dangerous Dog or Dange_rous Dog to any

owfter€ rt Own e[ u nti t @h ey Bay a tt civit pena lties @
@and registration fees due.

(Ord. 02012OOO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7-. 06, 0_45 Red emBtion.

colreqtedthe viotafi-o-n, in-ctudLng-ob,taining a[ lie e-nses- foran unllccnsed dog.

e o,untyls dire-et c-o=sls fqr th,e ite-ms me-ntio-ned.

7. 06. 0 70 -L-iab-i t-ity D i s c [a i m e r-of {iab,itity.

[IThisChapterffibenefitsthepubticwe[fareo+tne-puetieasawho[e.l@
eonffihis
(2)This Chapter do_esnot createorformtffisiffifan!
tiabitityonthepartoftheCountforanyinjuryordamage
resuttingfrom@nyone:SaatLonorinaction-in:

(a)taiting to compty with
his Chapler; ol

(b-) implementing this Chapter

;or

(c) enforcing this Chapter .



(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.080 Severabitity.

Ihrsehapte'r.-sp_r_o_vLsio.lS-a.LegeveIabIe-lfanyprovisionofthisChapter@
Berson-sreirettmstaneeis hetd i e
unenlo-i:-aqabtetorany reason, e,ac_h-$uch provision atlbe
se-vere! fro-m -the-r-e,maimngBro_v-isio_ns_ and *sh-aLLnot affeeted;affe_ct_the.. r,emainrngB_ro_vis_io_ns,l

ento:e_e-ab,itlttr

(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

Z.O0-090--Violatio-n--Non:D,elerminationNoDef ense.

The faet that the-O-ounty-or anollreriuris_dietion h_as- n_st detelminedlhat a dog i$ a -D_angerous Dog

-o-r P-otenlially-Dargerouslogshallnotprovidean Owner ad-efenseno-r excuse an O_wner-lrom

faitlng-ts-eomplyrngwifn this- Qhapter if the Qwner Kne-w o-r s-h-outd-havckn-otMn_th_al the d-og-lvas a
Dange-ro-usDo&oiPolentialtyDangerc-usD,o€.



EXHIBIT'8"

This Exhibit contains the current tanguage of Skagit County Code Chapter 7.06.

Chapter 7.06

DANGEROUS DOGS

Sections:

7.06.001 Definitions.

7.06.010 Dectaration of potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dogs.

7.06.020 Registration of potentiatty dangerous and dangerous dogs.

7.06.025 Restraint requirements for potentiatty dangerous and dangerous dogs.

7.06.030 Penalties.

7.06.040 Enforcement.

7.06.070 Disclaimer of tiability.

7.06.080 Severabitity.

7.06.001 Definitions.

(1) "Dangerous dog" means any dog that:

(a) lnfticts severe injury on a human without provocation on pubtic or private property; or

(b) Kitts a domestic animal or livestock without provocation white off the owner's property; or

(c) Has been previousty found to be potentiatty dangerous, the owner having received notice of
such, and the dog again aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic
animals, or bites domestic animats; or

(d) Has been previously declared a dangerous dog in any other county, state, or foreign country.

(2) "Potentiatty dangerous dog" means:

(a) Any dog that when unprovoked:

(i) Bites a human on pubtic or private property;or

(ii) Chases or approaches a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any pubtic grounds in a

menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; or

(iii) Bites a domestic animaI or livestock, excluding pouttry, white off the owner's property; or



(b) Any dog with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause iniury,

or to cause injury or otherwise to threaten the safety of humans or domestic animals or big game

animals;or

(c) Any dog that chases or approaches a person upon private property other than the owner's in a

menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; or

(d) Any dog that has been previousty dectared a potentiatty dangerous dog in any other county,

state, or foreign country.

(3) "Domestic animat" means a dog or cat kept as a pet.

(4) "severe injury" means any physicat injury that resutts in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations

requiring muttipte sutures or cosmetic surgery. (Ord. 020140001 S 2 (Att. l Xpart); Ord. 020120007

s 1 (Att. A) (part))

7.06.010 Dectaration of potentiatly dangerous or dangerous dogs.

(1) The Animat Control Authority or Animat Control Officer may issue a notice of intent to dectare a

dog potentiatty dangerous or dangerous if there is probabte cause to believe that the dog fatts within

the above definitions. The notice of intent must be based on:

(a) The written complaint of a citizen who is witting to testify that the animal has acted in a manner

which causes it to fal.t within the definition;

(b) Dog bite reports fited with the Animat Control Authority as required by taw;

(c) Actions of the dog witnessed by any AnimaI ControI Officer or law enforcement officer; or

(d) Other substantiat evidence, inctuding hearsay if it is of a nature that a reasonabte and prudent

person would rely upon.

(2)Service.

(a) Notices and orders issued pursuant to this Section must be in writing and served on the owner in

one of the fottowing methods:

(i) Certified mait, with return receipt requested, and ordinary first class mail to the owner's or

keeper's last known address; or

(ii) Personatty;or

(iii) lf the owner cannot be tocated by one of the first two methods, by pubtication in a newspaper of

generaI circulation.

(b) Service is effective on the date the notice is received; or, in the case of certified mait, three days

after the notice is mail.ed; or, in the case of service by pubtication, 15 days after pubtication.

(c) The owner of any dog found to be a potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog under this Chapter

shatt be assessed alt service costs expended under this Subsection.



(3) The notice of intent to declare a dog potentiatty dangerous or dangerous must include:

(a) A description of the animat;

(b) The name and address of the owner or keeper of the animat, if known;

(c) The whereabouts of the animaI if it is not in the custody of the owner;

(d)The facts upon which the declaration is based;

(e) The restrictions ptaced on the animal as a resutt of the declaration;

(f) A reference to the penatties for viotation of the restrictions, including the possibitity of
destruction of the anima[, and imprisonment or fining of the owner; and

(g) A statement that the owner is entitted to an opportunity to meet with the Sheriff to give any
reasons or information as to why the dog shoutd not be declared potentiatty dangerous or
dangerous and the date, time, and ptace of the meeting, and that the owner may propose an

alternative meeting date and time, but that such meeting must occur within 15 days of the date the
notice was served.

(4) Meeting with Sheriff.

(a) lf the owner does not attend the scheduted meeting with the Sheriff, the Sheriff may issue an

order finding that the dog is potentiatly dangerous or dangerous.

(b) lf the owner attends the scheduted meeting with the Sheriff, the owner may offer, ora[[y or in

writing, any reason or information as to why the dog shoutd not be found potentiatty dangerous or
dangerous.

(c)After review of the record and the owner's reasons and information, the Sheriff must determine
whether a preponderance of the evidence weighs in favor of finding the dog potentiatty dangerous

or dangerous.

(d) lf the Sheriff determines that the dog is potentiatty dangerous or dangerous, the Sheriff must
issue a declaration that includes:

(i) A recitat of the authority for the dectaration;

(ii) A concise statement of the facts that support the determination; and

(iii) The signature of the person who made the determination.

(e)The Sheriff's determination is finat and may be appeated to Skagit County District Court, which
witl review the record made at the meeting to determine whether the dectaration is supported by a

preponderance of the evidence. Any such appeaI must be f ited within 20 days of service of the
order. Upon notice that an appeal has been filed, the Animat Control Authority must fite a ceftified
copy of the record from any such meeting with the District Court. A recording of the meeting witt be



made avaitable to the person appeating the ruting, who witt have the responsibitity of transcribing

the meeting for the appeat.

(5) The Animat Control Authority may impound the dog found to be potentiatty dangerous or

dangerous if circumstances require. lf the finaI determination is upheld, the owner must pay

impound costs consistent with SCC 7.06,040. (Ord. O2012OO07 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080

(part))

7.06.020 Registration of potentiatty dangerous and dangerous dogs.

(1) lt is unlawful for an owner of a potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog to:

(a) Keep, own, or maintain such a dog in Skagit County without a current certificate of registration

issued by the Animal ControI Authority;

(b) Move such a dog within or from Skagit County without a certificate of registration and the

consent of the Animat controI Authority. The Animat controI Authority must be informed as to the

residence of any such dog at a[[ times.

(2) The Animat Control Authority may not issue a certificate of registration to the owner of a

dangerous dog unless the owner presents to the Animat Controt Authority sufficient evidence of:

(a) A warning sign as required by SCC 7.06.025; and

(b) A secure enclosure consistent with that required by SCC 7 6.025(2l.(b), or a dectaration that,

white on thc owncr's propcrty, thc owncrwitt kccp tho dongorous dog oeouroly oonfined indoors;

and

(c) Microchipping as required by SCC 7.06,025(2Xe);

(d) Comptiance with the insurance requirement of SCC 7.06,025(2)(tl.

(3)The registration fees are set as fotlows:

(a) For each potentiatty dangerous dog, the initiat registration fee is $100, and the annuaI renewat

tee is $50.

(b) For each dangerous dog, the initiat registration fee is $200, and the annual renewal fee is $100.

(4) lf a potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog is destroyed or dies other than pursuant to

scc 7.06.040, the owner must present sufficient evidence of that fact to the Animat control
Authority. lf a potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog is sotd, given away, or otherwise disposed of,

the owner must present verification of the dog's new location to the Animat ControI Authority. (Ord.

O20120OO7 S 1 (Att. A)(part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.025 Restraint requirements for potentiatty dangerous and dangerous dogs.

(1) An owner of a potentiatty dangerous dog must:



(a) Conspicuousty disptay a sign with a warning symbol on any premises where the dog is kept that
informs children of the presence of a potentiatty dangerous dog;

(b)White on the owner's property, ensure the dog is restrained by chain, leash, or other
conf inement suitabte to prevent the animaI f rom [eaving the owner's property;

(c) White off the owner's property, ensure the dog is under physicat restraint by the owner or other
responsible person;

(d) Ensure the dog wears a bright orange cottar bearing the warning "potentiatly dangerous dog";
and

(e) Ensure the dog has a microchip imptant for permanent identification.

(2)An owner of a dangerous dog must:

(a) Conspicuously disptay a sign with a warning symbot on any premises where the dog is kept that
informs chitdren of the presence of a dangerous dog;

(b) Ensure the dog is securety confined indoors, or inside a Locked pen or structure, suitabte to
prevent the entry of young chitdren and designed to prevent the animat from escaping, with secure

sides and a secure top, that also provides protection from the elements for the dog;

(c) Whenever not confined, ensure the dog is securely muzzted, on a leash that is not longer than
six feet in length, and under the control of a person 15 years of age or otder who is physicatty able to
controI the dog;

(d) Ensure the dog wears a bright orange cottar bearing the warning "dangerous dog";

(e) Ensure the dog has a microchip imptant for permanent identification; and

(f)Maintain either:

(i) A surety bond issued by a surety insurer quatified under RCW Chapler 48,28 in a form acceptable
to the Animat Control Authority in the sum of at least $250,000, payabte to any person injured by

the dangerous dog; or

(ii)A poticy of liabitity insurance, such as homeowner's insurance, issued by an insurer quatified

under RCW Titte 48 in the amount of at least $250,000, insuring the owner for any personat injuries
infticted by the dangerous dog. (ord. o2o12oo07 s 1 (Att. A) (part))

7.06.030 Penalties.

(1) A viotation of SCC 7.06.020(1) is a civit inf raction; provided, however, that no such civil inf raction

may be assessed until five days have etapsed from the date such owner is notified by the Animat
ControI Authority that such a registration or renewaI is required.

(a) For a potentiatty dangerous dog, the civit infraction carries a penatty of $125.

(b) For a dangerous dog, the civit infraction carries a penalty of $250.



(2) Faiture to compty with the requirements of SCC 7.06.025 is a misdemeanor for a potentiatty

dangerous dog, and a gross misdemeanor for a dangerous dog. (Ord. O2O120OO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part):

Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.040 Enforcement.

(1) Att civit penatties required to be paid for violations of this Chapter must be made to the Animat

ControI Authority.

(2) The AnimaI ControI Authority may impound:

(a) A potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog for which the owner has not obtained a certificate of

registration;or

(b) A potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog that is not in compliance with SCC 7.A6!25.

(3) The Animat Control Authority may impound, quarantine for the proper tength of time, and

thereafter destroy in an expeditious and humane manner:

(a) A dangerous dog that bites a person or a domestic animal; or

(b) A dog that aggressively attacks and causes severe injury or death of a human, regardless of

whether there has been any previous determination of whether such dog is potentiatty dangerous or

dangerous.

(4) The Animat Control. Authority may assess a civit penatty in the amount of $150 ptus $t O for each

day a potentiatty dangerous or dangerous dog is impounded, ptus actuaI costs for any necessary

additionaI care.

(5) The Animat Control Authority may destroy, in an expeditious and humane manner, a potentiatty

dangerous or dangerous dog when the right to appeat has been exhausted or waived and the dog

remains impounded for 2O days or more due to the failure of the owner to obtain a certificate of

registration or pay civit penatties. The Animat ControI Authority may assess an additionat civit

penatty in the amount of $250 for the cost of destroying any such dog.

(6) No potentiatty dangerous dog or dangerous dog impounded by the Animat Control Authority may

be returned to any owner untiI such owner has paid att civit penalties assessed against such owner

under this Chapter. (Ord. O2012OOO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.070 Disclaimer of tiabitity.

This Chapter has been enacted for the wetfare of the pubtic as a whole. Nothing contained in this

Chapter is intended to be nor may be construed to create or form the basis of any tiabitity on the

part of the County, its officers, emptoyees, or agents for any injury or damage resutting from the

failure of anyone to compty with the provisions of this Chapter, or by reason or in consequence of

the imptementation or enforcement pursuant to this Chapter, or by reason of any action or inaction

on the part of the County related in any manner to the enforcement of this Chapter by its officers,

emptoyees, or agents. (Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A)(part): Ord. R20020080 (part))



7.06.080 Severability.

lf any provision of this Chapter or its appl.ication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act where the apptication of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not

affected. (Ord. 02012OOO7 S 1 (Att. A)(part): Ord. R20020080 (part))



EXHIBIT'C'

This Exhibit contains the clean version of the proposed amendments to Skagit County Code
Chapter 7.06.

Ghapter 7.06
DANGEROUS DOGS

Sections:

7.06.001 Purpose.

7.06.002 Definitions.

7.06.005 Effect of Keeping 15+ Dogs on Determinations

7.06.010 Potentialty Dangerous or Dangerous Dogs Determination.

7.06.015 Ghattenge in District Court to County's Determination

7.06.020 Registration of Potentiatty Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs.

7.06.025 Restraint Requirements for Potentiatty Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs.

7.06.030 Registration and Restraint Penalties.

7.06.040 Enforcement.

7.06.045 Redemption.

7.06.070 Liabitity Disctaimer.

7.06.080 Severability.

7.06.090 Violation--Non-Determination No Defense.

7.06.001 Purpose.

Skagit County's pubtic poticy is, in part, to secure and maintain such tevels of animal care and
control as witl protect animal and human heatth and safety. The County, to the greatest degree
practicabte, seeks to prevent injury to property and cruetty to animal life caused by dogs. Dogs are
pack animals and when in targe packs, can be hazardous beyond what a dog individualty or in a
smal[ pack may be.

7.06.002 Definitions.

"County" means: Skagit County, its officers, emptoyees, or agents, inctuding its Animat Control
Authority and Animal, Controt Officer.

"Dangerous Dog" means a canidae that:



(a) infticts Severe lnjury on a human without provocation on pubtic or private property; or

(b) kitts a Domestic Animal. (exctuding pouttry), without provocation white off the Owner's
property;or

(c) kitts pouttry in five or more separate incidents; or

(d) the County has previously determined to be a Potentiatty Dangerous Dog where the

Owner received notice of such, and the animal again aggressively bites, attacks, or

endangers the safety of humans or Domestic Animals (exctuding pouttry); or

(e) has been previousty declared a dangerous dog in any other county, city, state, or foreign

country;or

(f) is not domesticated.

A wolf, coyote, or any canidae hybrid (e.g., wolf-coyote hybrids, wotf-dog hybrids, and

coyote-dog hybrids) can be a Dangerous Dog, if it meets the Dangerous Dog definition, even

if domesticated. Awotf, coyote, or any canidae hybrid is not considered a dog even if it
meets the Dangerous Dog definition.

"Domestic Animat" means: an animal that has been domesticated and kept by humans so as to live

and/or breed in a tame condition, and inctudes horses, mutes, cattte, sheep, swine, goats, rabbits,

or simitar farm animats kept for tawful use or profit. lt also inctudes Pet Animats. lt does not

inctude pouttry or dogs that engage in organized fights.

"Owner" means; any person, firm. corporation, organization, or department possessing, harboring,

keeping, having an interest in, or having control or custody of a dog, or anyone who keeps the dog in

any way.

"Pet Animal" means: a dog, cat, or other animat traditionatty kept as a pet.

"Potentialty Dangerous Dog" means:

(a) any dog that, unprovoked:

(i) bites a human on property that the dog owner does not own or controu or

(ii) chases or approaches a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any pubtic

property in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; or

(iii) bites a Domestic Animat (and for pouttry, bites them in five or more separate

incidents) white off the Owner's property;

or

(b) any dog that, unprovoked, has a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to

(i) attack humans, Pet Animats, or big game animals; or

(ii)to cause injury; or

(iii) cause injury to humans, Pet Animats, or big game animals; or



(iv) threaten the safety of humans, Pet Animats, or big game animals;

or

(c) any dog that chases or menaces or has an attack attitude towards a person who is not
on the dog Owner's property; or

(d) any dog that was previousl.y dectared a Potentiatty Dangerous Dog by any other county,
city, state, orforeign country.

A wolf, coyote, or any canidae hybrid (e.9., wolf-coyote hybrids, wolf-dog hybrids, and
coyote-dog hybrids) can be a Potentiatty Dangerous Dog, if it meets the Potentiatty
Dangerous Dog definition, even if domesticated. A wolf, coyote, or any canidae hybrid is not
considered a dog even if it meets the Potentiatty Dangerous Dog definition.

"Severe lnjury" means: any physicat injury of:

(a)broken bones;or

(b) disfiguring [acerations that require muttipte sutures or cosmetic surgery.

(Ord. O20140001 S 2 (Att. lXpart); Ord. O2012OoO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part))

7.06.005 Effect of Keeping 15+ Dogs on Determinations

The County may determine that when a person maintains more than 15 dogs, and one or more dogs
futfitt the Potentiatty Dangerous or Dog Dangerous Dog requirements, any or atl of the dogs are
Potentiatty Dangerous Dogs or Dangerous Dogs. lf the owner provides sufficient evidence that a
specific dog(s) is/are the Potentiatty Dangerous Dog(s), then onty the dog(s) the Owner identifies
is/are a Potentiatty Dangerous Dog(s). The evidence must meet the preponderance of the evidence
standard.

7.06.010 Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dogs Determination.

(1) The County may determine that a dog is a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog by a
preponderance of the evidence. The determination must be in writing and based on:

(a) a person's written complaint and wittingness to testify that the animaI has satisfied the
Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog definitions; or

(b) dog bite reports fited with the County, as required by [aw; or

(c) any Animat ControI Officer or law enforcement officer witnessing the dog's actions; or

(d) other substantiat evidence, inctuding hearsay (if a reasonabte and prudent person woutd
rety upon that hearsay).

(2)Service.



(a) The County must serve Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog determinations on the
dog's Owner (or their last known address) by:

(i)certified mai[, with return receipt requested, and ordinaryfirst-ctass mail.; or

(ii) personaI service; or

(iii) pubtication in a newspaper of general circutation in the area of the incident if the

Owner cannot be located.

(b) Service is effective as fo[tows:

(i) on the date the Owner is personalty served; or

(ii) 3 days after the notice is mailed for service by certified mait; or

(iii) 15 days after pubtication for service by pubtication.

(c) The Owner of any dog found to be a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog under this
Chapter shatt pay a[[ costs for such service.

(3)The written determination that a dog is a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog must include:

(a)the dog's description; and

(b)the dog Owner's name and address, if known; and

(c)the dog's last known whereabouts if it is not in the Owner's custody; and

(d)the facts, statutes, and laws supporting the determination; and

(e)the restrictions ptaced on the dog and/or Owner; and

(f) a description of the penatties for viotating any restrictions, such as: the dog's
destruction, and/or fining or imprisoning the Owner; and

(g) a statement that the County's determination is finaU and

(h) a notice that the Owner has a right to chattenge the determination to the Skagit County
District Court by fiting a written request for a hearing with the Skagit County District Court
within 20 days of the effective service date. The notice shoutd also reference the provision

in this Chapter that states what the Owner must include in the appeat request.

(4) The County may determine that a dog is a Dangerous Dog if the dog satisfies the Dangerous Dog

criteria even if no entity dectared that the dog was a Potentialty Dangerous Dog.

(5) The County may impound a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog at the Owner's expense if

circumstances require untit a court orders otherwise or the owner corrects any

deficiencies/satisfies a[[ requirements. The Owner must pay impound and boarding costs if an

animaI is a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog.

(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))



7.05.015 Chattenge in District Gourt to County's Determination

(1) An Owner can chaltenge the County's determination about their dog within 20 calendar days
when the County effectivety serves Owner the notice stating their right to chattenge the County's
determination.

(2) The Owner must file their written chattenge with the clerk of the court. lt must contain:

(a) a brief statement that gives the reasons why the court should reverse or modify the
Cou nty's determination; and

(b) names, addresses, and phone numbers of anywitnesses who witt appear for the dog
Owner; and

(c) a brief statement describing any documents or other evidence they may offer to the
District couru and

(d) the dog Owner's contact information (inctuding day phone number, address, and any
other ways to contact them).

(3) The District Court civit procedure rules and [oca[ rutes appty to an appeat. The District Court witt
set dates and give the parties notice as provided in the District Court rules.

(4) The parties are responsibte for notifying their witnesses about at[ retevant hearing dates.

(5) Except for a verifiable emergency, if the Owner or their representative faits to appear at a
hearing, the determination witt stand.

(6) ln the District Court, the County must prove, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the dog is
a Dangerous or Potentiatty Dangerous Dog.

(a) The Court may reverse a Dangerous or Potentiatty Dangerous Dog determination if there
is insufficient evidence to support the determination.

(b) The Court may affirm a Dangerous or Potentiatty Dangerous Dog determination if there is
sufficient evidence to support the determination.

(7) The District Court has the power to take a[[ actions tegatty and equitably necessary to achieve
justice during the appeat. This can include:

(a) vacating or nuttifying the determination; andlor

(b) vacating or nuttifying any restrictions on the dog or Owner; and/or

(c) affirming the determination or any restrictions on the dog or Owner; and/or

(d) imposing court costs on the appel.tant; and/or

(e) imposing additionaI restrictions on the dog or Owner; andlor

(f) ordering the County or Owner to take additionat actions.



7.06.020 Registration of Potentialty Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs.

(1) lt is untaMuI for a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog Owner to:

(a) keep, own, or maintain such a dog in Skagit County without a County-issued current

registration certificate; and

(b) move such a dog to, within, or from Skagit County without the County's consenU and

(c) fait to inform the County where any such dog resides at al[ times; and

(d) fait to inform the County about any changes affecting the dog's registration certificate.

(2)The County may not issue a registration certificate to a Dangerous Dog's Owner unless the
Owner presents to the County sufficient evidence of:

(a) att warning signs required by taw, inctuding one that informs chitdren that a dangerous

dog is present; and

(b) a secure enctosure consistent with taw, or an affidavit or declaration under penatty of
perjury that the Owner witt keep the Dangerous Dog securety confined indoors on the
Owner's property;and

(c) microchipping as required by taw; and

(d) comptiance with the insurance required by this Chapter and taw; and

(e) att other requirements set forth in this Chapter, such as the restraint requirements.

(3)The registration fees are:

(a) for each Potentiatty Dangerous Dog, $t OO tor the initiat registration, and $50 for an

annuaI renewaI fee.

(b) for each Dangerous Dog, $200 for the initiat registration, and $100 for an annuaI renewa[.

(4) lf a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog is destroyed or dies white in an Owner's custody,

the Owner must present sufficient evidence of that fact to the County within 10 days.

(5) lf a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog is sotd, given away, or otherwise disposed of, the
Owner must immediatety inform the County and provide all relevant details, inctuding the dog's

location, if appticabte. The new Owner is bound by the previous Potentiatty Dangerous or

Dangerous Dog determination and must obtain a new registration certificate. lf the previous Owner

has paid the current registration fees, the new Owner witt onty need to pay for the annuaI renewaI

when it is next due. lf the previous Owner has not paid the registration fees, the new Owner must
pay the initiat fee immediatety and renewaI fees thereafter.

(Ord. C.20120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.025 Restraint Requirements for Potentiatty Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs.



(1) A Potentiatty Dangerous Dog Owner must:

(a) conspicuously disptay a sign (or more than one sign if a sign is not visibte at att pubtic
access points) with a warning symbot that informs att peopte that they keep a Potentiatty
Dangerous Dog on the premises; and

(b) ensure the dog is restrained by fence, chain, leash, or other confinement suitabte to
prevent the animat from leaving the owner's property; and

(c) ensure the Owner or other responsibte person is physicatty restraining the dog when it is
off the Owner's property;and

(d) ensure the dog wears a bright red cotlar bearing the warning "Potentia[[y Dangerous
Dog"; and

(e) ensure the dog has a permanent microchip identification implant.

(2)A Dangerous Dog Owner must:

(a) conspicuousty disptay a sign (or more than one sign if a sign is not visibte at atl pubtic
access points) with a warning symbot that informs atl, people that they keep a Dangerous
Dog on the premises; and

(b) ensure the dog is securely confined:

(i) indoors on their property; or

(ii) inside a tocked pen or structure that witl:

(aa) prevent minors from entering; and

(bb) prevent the dog from escaping; and

(cc) has secure sides and top and bottom, that protects the dog from the
elements;

and

(c) ensure the dog, whenever it is not confined, is securety:

(i) muzzted in a way that witt not injure the dog or interfere with its vision or
respiration, drinking, or panting, but witt prevent it from biting any person or animau
and

(ii) on a teash that is not longer than six feet in tength; and

(iii) under the control of a person 15 years of age or older who is physicatty abte to
controI the dog;

and

(d) ensure the dog wears a bright red cotlar bearing the warning "dangerous dog"; and

(e) ensure the dog has a permanent microchip identification implant; and



(f) maintain either

(i)A $250,000 or higher surety bond, issued by a surety insurer quatified under RCW

4828, in a form acceptabte to the County, payabte to any person injured by the
Dangerous Dog; or

(ii)A $250,000 or higher tiabitity insurance poticy, such as homeowner's insurance,

issued by an insurer quatified under RCW 48_, insuring the Owner for any personal

injuries the Dangerous Dog infticts on anyone.

(Ord. O2012o0o7 S 1 (Att. A) (part))

7.06.030 Registration and Restraint Penalties.

(1) Viotating the registration requirements is a civit inf raction. This civit inf raction may onty be

assessed 5 days after the County notifies the Owner that they must register a dog or renew a

registration. The civit infraction penatty is:

(a) $t ZS for a Potentiatty Dangerous Dog.

(b) $250 for a Dangerous Dog.

(2) An Owner's faiture to comply with the restraint requirements in this Chapter is:

(a) a misdemeanor for a Potentiatty Dangerous Dog and shatt be punished by a fine not to

exceed $1,000 dollars, or by imprisonment in jait for a period not tn exceed 90 days, nr hy

both such fine and imprisonment; and

(b) a gross misdemeanor for a Dangerous Dog and shatt be punished by a f ine not to exceed

$5,000 dotlars, or by imprisonment in jait for a period not to exceed 364 days, or by both

such fine and imprisonment.

(3) The penatties and remedies in this Chapter are cumutative and in addition to any other tegat and

equitabte penatties and remedies, including those in RCW 16.08 et seq.

(Ord. C2O120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.040 Enforcement.

(1) The County may immediately impound:

(a) a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog if the Owner has not obtained a certif icate of
registration;or

(b) a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog if the Owner has not comptied with the
restraint requirements in this Chapter;or

(c) a Dangerous Dog that bites a person or a Pet Animal; or



(d) a dog that aggressivety attacks and causes Severe lnjury or death to a human, even if the
dog was not previousty determined to be a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog; or

(e) a Dangerous Dog when the Owner does not have the bond or insurance coverage
required in this Chapter.

(2) lf the County impounds a dog under this section, the County must serve an impoundment notice
within 72 hours of impoundment, if possibte. The impoundment notice must:

(a) satisfy the other service requirements in this Chapter when serving an impoundment
notice, inctuding by regutar and certified mai[, return receipt requested; and

(b) specify the reasons for the impoundment; and

(c) inform the Owner that they are responsibte for redeeming the dog; and

(d) inform the Owner that they are responsibte for paying penatties and costs for necessary
impoundment, controI measures, or additionaI care; and

(e) inform the Owner that the dog witt be destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner if
the Owner does not correct the reasons for impounding the dog within 20 catendar days
f rom the notice's effective service date, untess the owner f ites an appeat with the District
Court.

(3)The County may destroy a dog impounded under this section in an expeditious and humane
manner if the Owner does not: a) correct any deficiencies set forth in this Chapter; b) meet att

requirements set forth in this Chapter; andlor c) pay the civit penatties set forth in this Chapter.
The County witt onty destroy an impounded dog when the time to appeat has passed or the Owner
exhausts or waives at[ remaining appeats.

(4) The County may assess a civit penatty in the amount of $150. Additionatl,y, the County can
assess $t O tor each day a Potentiatty Dangerous or Dangerous Dog is impounded for administrative
costs, plus any other actuaI costs for any necessary impoundment, control measures, or additional
care. The County may assess an additionat civit penatty in the amount of $250 for the cost of
destroying any such dog. Owners must pay att civit penatties to the County.

(5) The County witt not return any impounded Potential,ty Dangerous Dog or Dangerous Dog to an

Owner untit they pay att civit penatties and registration fees due.

(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.045 Redemption.

(1) An Owner may redeem any impounded dog after paying at[ fees due, inctuding the redemption
fee and any other fees and costs set forth in this Chapter. The Owner must prove that they have
corrected the viotation, inctuding obtaining a[[ [icenses for an unticensed dog.

(2)The redemption fee shat[ include al.t appticable fees and costs associated with apprehension,
transportation, impoundment, care, boarding, shetter capitat facitities and any veterinary costs



incurred inctuding euthanasia and disposat of the dog. The redemption fee shatt be related to the
County's direct costs for the items mentioned.

7.06.070 Liabitity Disclaimer.

(1)This Chapter benefits the pubtic welfare as a whole.

(2) This Chapter does not create any tiabitity on the County for any injury or damage resutting from
anyone's action or inaction in:

(a) faiting to comply with this Chapter; or

(b) imptementing this Chapter; or

(c) enforcing this Chapter.

(Ord. O2012OOO7 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.080 Severabitity.

This Chapter's provisions are severabte. lf any provision of this Chapter is hetd to be unenforceable
for any reason, each such provision shatt be severed from the remaining provisions and sha[[ not

affect the remai n ing provisions' enforcea bi [ity.

(Ord. 020120007 S 1 (Att. A) (part): Ord. R20020080 (part))

7.06.090 Viotation--Non-Determination No Defense.

The fact that the County or another jurisdiction has not determined that a dog is a Dangerous Dog

or Potentialty Dangerous Dog shatt not provide an Owner a defense nor excuse an Owner from
faiting to complying with this Chapter if the Owner knew or shoutd have known that the dog was a

Dangerous Dog or Potentiatty Dangerous Dog.




